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practice notes on the subject of fi-
nancial and asset management.

LGAT offers a number of profes-
sional development opportunities to 
both elected members and officers. 
It has instituted a rolling program of 
development opportunities that ad-
dress local government issues and 
functions.

In the recent past, the LGAT ran a 
forum for finance and asset officers 
around integrating financial and as-
set management and one on the im-
plementation of the heavy vehicle 
regulations. Programs such as these 
are regularly held throughout the 
year. 

Essential role played by 
LGAT 

LGAT has provided great help and 
support to Tasmania’s councils over 
the years. In addition to represent-
ing them at the State and Federal 

level, the association provides train-
ing to council staff and a host of re-
sources to assist them in the perfor-
mance of their functions. 

The work that the association does 
assumes greater importance as the 
local government sector is undergo-
ing important changes.

Mayor Doug Chipman sees a major 
role for the association in the days 
ahead. He said, “This is a time of sig-
nificant proposed reform to the sec-
tor and I intend to ensure the voice 
of local government is heard clear-
ly by those in power. I would like to 
see LGAT on the front foot in regards 
to issues such as planning reform, 
amalgamations, shared services 
and financial reform.”
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Kingborough 
Council 
Turning Challenges into 
Opportunities

AT A GLANCE
WHO: Kingborough Council
WHAT: Kingborough Council continues 
to expand and is projected to grow 
by a further 40 percent over the next 
two decades, which is the strongest 
population growth in Tasmania. 
WHERE: Tas 7050
WEBSITE: kingborough.tas.gov.au

http://kingborough.tas.gov.au/
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The municipal area of Kingborough 
Council is located just south of Hobart 
and covers 717 square kilometres.  
Kingston is its commercial, retail and 
administrative centre and the Coun-
cil area includes Bruny Island. King-
borough had a population of about 
34,000 in 2011 according to the Aus-
tralian Census. The largest number of 
inhabitants resides in the Kingston/
Blackmans Bay area. 

The population in the municipality has 
a high growth rate with the Census re-
cords showing that between 2006 and 
2011 the number of residents in King-
borough grew by 9%. The comparable 
figures for Tasmania and Australia as 
a whole are 4% and 8.3% respective-
ly. The growth in population in Kingbor-
ough is the largest of any local govern-
ment area in Tasmania.

Council has done a commendable job 
in catering to the requirements of the 
growing community and many of its 
programmes are in direct response to 
the increased demand for infrastruc-
ture and other facilities. The rapidly 
growing population puts a strain on its 
resources but Council has risen to this 
challenge and initiated a number of 
projects that have resulted in making 
Kingborough the first choice of many 
home-seekers.

The Mayor of Kingborough, Cr Steve 
Wass has successfully steered Coun-
cil in achieving many of its goals and 
encourages a can-do attitude within 
the organisation which has enabled it 
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to take up a number of ambitious pro-
jects. He says, “It has been a reward-
ing year as my first year as Mayor and 
I am excited by the new developments 
and initiatives happening in Kingbor-
ough. 

“Our community continues to expand 
and is projected to grow by a further 
40 percent over the next two decades, 
which is the strongest population 
growth in Tasmania. I am confident the 
future of Kingborough is bright as we 
have one of the strongest footholds of 
any Tasmanian Council when it comes 
to community service delivery and 
business partnerships. 

“The building blocks are in place and 
we have the people, the ideas, the ser-
vice platform and the desire to em-
brace our challenges and turn them 
into opportunities.”

There are a number of industries in 
the Kingborough Council area with fish 
processing, tourism and civil engineer-
ing being the most prevalent. The ac-
tivities practised on a smaller level in-
clude sawmilling, quarrying, building 
and joinery. 

Kingborough also houses Australia’s 
headquarters for the Australian Ant-
arctic Division, as well as a dedicat-
ed fisheries and aquaculture centre at 
the Institute for Marine and Antarctic 
Studies. It is home to the Kingborough 
Sports Centre, the State Gymnastics 
Centre and the Twin Ovals and func-
tion centre. 

Tony Ferrier, Deputy General Man-
ager, Kingborough Council, and David 
Reeve, Executive Manager Engineer-
ing Services, explained the details of 
the various projects that Council has 
undertaken.

Former Kingston High 
School site

Describing this project Tony Ferri-
er says, “Council is currently trying to 
upgrade the central business district 
through a number of projects and the 
most important one is the redevel-
opment of the former Kingston High 
School site. Council is in the process 
of purchasing that site from the gov-
ernment.”

The Kingston High School was for-
merly located at a site that is immedi-
ately adjoining Kingston’s central busi-
ness district. The land is now vacant 
and available for development. The 
former school buildings have been de-
molished and it is proposed that the 
area will be converted into inner city 
residential housing and commercial 
units. 

About 40% of the available space will 
be used for gardens and parks. A com-
munity health centre and a community 
hub will also be constructed. The pro-
ject is an integral part of the CBD and 
Council is currently in the process of 
doing the traffic analysis and road de-
sign to provide it with better linkages.

The Kingston High School site is the 
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most important development oppor-
tunity in Kingborough and its success 
will give a fillip to the whole Kingston 
CBD. Council has structured the pro-
ject in a manner such that it supports 
further private investment within the 
rest of the central Kingston area rath-
er than competes with it. 

It has done this by ensuring that a 
number of additional community facil-
ities such as public parks and health 
services are provided in the immedi-
ate vicinity. This will bring more resi-
dents and visitors into the area, result-
ing in greatly increasing the viability of 
local businesses.

It is estimated that once the King-
ston High School site redevelopment 
project is completed it will help create 
about 600 new jobs for the local com-
munity. New business activity will re-
sult with an additional $80 million be-
ing injected into the local economy. In 
the 10 year construction period, a sum 
of $90 million will be expended for on-
site development resulting in 70 jobs 
being created each year.

Referring to the Kingston High School 
site development project Mayor Steve 
Wass says, “Kingston has an impor-
tant role to play as a key employment 
centre in Southern Tasmania and this 
development will secure increased job 
opportunities for our community going 
forward. 

“The site will also incorporate sig-
nificant components of public open 

space, which will add to the overall ap-
peal for businesses, tourists and resi-
dents; it will be our heart and soul.”

 “I am particularly thrilled by the ar-
chitectural competition to design the 
Community Hub on the site. This com-
petition is in accordance with the Aus-
tralian Institute of Architects guide-
lines and will be open to architects 
Australia wide.”

Kingston Beach

David Reeve explained the impor-
tance of Kingston Beach to Kingbor-
ough Council and the steps that have 
been taken for its renewal, “It is a pop-
ular beach used by a variety of users. 
In 2005, there was a master plan that 
was developed, which looked at a vi-
sion for that area. It did not consider 
just the foreshore portion but looked 
at the whole Kingston Beach precinct. 

“Council developed an overall vision 
that incorporated the buildings and 
businesses that we wanted to have 
along the beachfront and in its imme-
diate vicinity. We put a great deal of 
emphasis on developing open spaces 
that would support all the varied uses 
for the area. We also analysed the cur-
rent and future traffic demands and 
the car parking requirements. 

“Landscaping and foreshore redevel-
opment has been key to supporting the 
vision for the area. Kingston Beach is 
a treasured location, important for not 
only the local people but also a large 
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number of visitors who frequent it. We 
maintain the quality of the beach and 
enhance it to make it an enjoyable ex-
perience for all users. The design con-
tinues to be developed in consultation 
with the local community and other 
visitors and we will be reviewing our 
progress throughout the implementa-
tion of the plan.”

A fair amount of work has been com-
pleted on enhancing the beach fore-
shore itself and on the connecting 
roads. Council is now developing the 
remaining sections. Most of the financ-
ing for the work has been provided by 
Council itself although it did receive 
a recent grant from the state govern-

ment that has helped facilitate a small 
part of the redevelopment.

Sports Precinct

About 40 years ago, Council pur-
chased a large property and subse-
quently built a sports centre on it. At 
that time, it was a large investment 
and a substantial amount of debt had 
to be incurred for the acquisition of the 
land. The sports centre proved to be 
very popular with large numbers of lo-
cal residents using its facilities.

With a number of other stadiums be-
coming available in Hobart, the sports 
centre’s popularity began to wane. 
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About six years ago, Council received 
some grants and carried out exten-
sive refurbishment. At the same time, 
the Kingston High School site was ac-
quired and the school shifted to the 
Kingborough Sports Centre site.

Now there is a new High School adja-
cent to the sports centre. A new stadi-
um has been constructed along with a 
gymnastics centre. Having the school 
located near the sports precinct is a 
great advantage as a number of fa-
cilities can be used both by students 
and the local residents. This has also 

helped finance the expansion of the 
sports centre.

The sports centre includes the “twin 
ovals”, one for cricket and the other for 
Australian rules football. These have 
been built to extremely high standards 
and a number of international-level 
players have remarked that the sur-
face is one of the best that they have 
ever played on. A well-appointed Pavil-
ion services both these grounds.

The facilities at the Kingborough 
Sports Centre include basketball, vol-
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leyball, squash, badminton, netball 
and table tennis. A fitness centre is 
also available with new and interactive 
machines and classes for all abilities. 
All the facilities are maintained in ex-
cellent condition and local residents 
use the sports centre extensively.

On the future

Kingborough Council has met with 
great success in meeting the demands 
of its rapidly growing population. The 
prospects of the area and its residents 
is best summed up by Mayor Steve 

Wass, “Kingborough is a vibrant and 
growing community, situated in the 
midst of a beautiful and natural envi-
ronment with a peaceful lifestyle and 
expanding commercial centres, with 
strong services and facilities.

“The best interests of our communi-
ty are the priority in evaluating our fu-
ture and making sure that we continue 
to provide the best service for ratepay-
ers.”
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