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Like the many vast regions of Aus-
tralia, the Shire of Broome has an in-
credibly rich history directly resulting 
from an amalgamation of a plethora of 
cultures. Located in the Kimberley re-
gion of Western Australia, the Shire of 
Broome is home to a historically sig-
nificant pearling industry, a beautiful 
coastline, and an ever-growing num-

ber of tourists who seek to enjoy the 
beach and visit the various heritage 
sites around Broome and other town-
ships. With a population of more than 
17,000 people, the Shire of Broome 
has plenty of opportunities; rang-
ing from exciting and relaxing recrea-
tion to business development and in-
vestment opportunities. The Shire has 
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AT A GLANCE
WHO: Shire of Broome

WHAT: One of the four 

local government areas in 

the Kimberley region

WHERE:  Shire of Broome 

Administration Office, Cnr Weld and 

Haas Street, PO Box 44, Broome 6725

WEBSITE: broome.wa.gov.au

been rapidly growing over the last 10 
years – becoming one of the fastest 
growing towns in the State. 

Presenting opportunities 
for recreation

As a Shire that has 900 kilometres of 
coastline and is home to the world-fa-

mous Cable Beach, Broome is no 
stranger to recreational and commu-
nity growth, as can be seen by the 
many projects put forth by the Shire of 
Broome over the last few years. 

One of the biggest projects relating 
to sports and recreation was the up-
grade to the Broome Recreation and 
Aquatic Centre (BRAC). The $3.3 mil-
lion project was identified as part of a 
development in 2015. The previous fa-
cilities were 20 years old and, as one 
might expect, the infrastructure was 
becoming outdated. It may seem like 
an open and closed project but the fa-
cilities in need of upgrades hosted the 
only public swimming pool in Broome 
which was highly utilised by both the 
local population and the tourists. A 
conundrum was faced by the Shire of 
Broome in terms of how to efficiently 
and smoothly complete the upgrades 
with minimal disturbance to the local 
community and tourists alike.

http://broome.wa.gov.au/
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As a result, a plan was put in place to 
close off certain areas of BRAC while 
still allowing the public to engage in 
a range of fitness activities while the 
upgrades take place. The upgrades 
-revolved around utilising new tech-
niques to bring the place a facelift and 
bring it to modern standards of best 
practice. A lot of work was undertaken 
to improve water circulation, drainage 
and protect the environment. The up-
grades are mostly structural however 
aesthetics also played a role in the de-
velopment plan. Though the upgrades 
are still ongoing, the end result will 
be a facility that can easily host more 
people in a safe environment, one that 
is not only environmentally friendly but 
also structurally sound. 

Heritage Preservation in 
the Shire of Broome

History, heritage and diversity are 
some of the core values that the Shire 
of Broome is built on and this is more 
than evident through the various initi-
atives they have undertaken. Histori-
cally, Chinatown was the commercial 
centre during the boom of the region’s 
pearling industry. It is home to many 
cultures that make up the diverse re-
gion and the CBD will be on the receiv-
ing end of a $12.6 million revitalisa-
tion plan.

One of the key foundations to the 
project (as with any project involving 
heritage preservation) was protecting 

http://adventurewild.com.au/
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Australia’s leading Indigenous publisher, proudly based in Broome

For 30 years, Magabala Books has played a pivotal 
role in shaping Australia’s understanding of the 
diversity, richness and significance of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander cultures and stories. 
Notwithstanding our strong national and 
increasingly international profile, our roots are 

firmly based in the Kimberley.

With ongoing support from the Shire of 
Broome, our newly refurbished premises at the 
gateway to Broome is recognised as a Kimberley 
artistic icon. In our gift shop, you will find 
the best collection of Indigenous literature in 
Australia, as well as a carefully selected range of 
Indigenous designed and handcrafted products.

Honoured recipient of the Shire
of Broome’s commitment to the

arts and community development

the rich cultural history of Chinatown. 
The area is marked as a heritage site 
and is one of the many important eco-
nomic drivers that move the Shire of 
Broome forward. With the main shop-
ping centre and CBD with many small 
businesses operating out of it, it is vi-
tal to maintain and preserve the integ-
rity of Chinatown by considering every 
possibility. 

After careful and well thought-out 
planning, the Shire of Broome submit-
ted a Business Case outlining a series 
of development opportunities to the 
State Government which resulted in 
them successfully receiving $10 mil-
lion in funding injected into the pro-
ject, with the Shire of Broome footing 
the remainder of the bill. The project 
is an immense undertaking for a Shire 
of this size and consists of a total of 
10 sub-projects such as upgrading 
the two main streets in Chinatown to 

improve amenities by providing more 
shading, water and seating.

We had a chance to speak with Sam 
Mastrolembo, Shire of Broome Depu-
ty CEO and Director of Community and 
Economic Development. Sam has 20 
years of experience in related fields 
and has held public sector positions at 
several Councils. He started with Shire 
of Broome over 4 years ago as Director 
Corporate Services and in July 2015 
took on the position of Deputy CEO.

“There will be physical and visual 
changes, and improvements in the 
public realm through streetscape en-
hancements and laneway activation 
that will happen; in addition to some 
feasibility studies that are also being 
undertaken on a Cultural and Interpre-
tive Centre, a road connection, a pro-
tection wall for sea rise, and foreshore 
development opportunities. We also 

http://magabala.com/
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Supporting Partners 
Adventure Wild
adventurewild.com.au 
Magabala Books
magabala.com
Rawlinsons
rawlinsonswa.com.au

have a new position that has been cre-
ated for a two-year fixed term which is 
the ‘Chinatown Investment and Devel-
opment Coordinator’. This role is really 
to try and get activities, events, and in-
itiatives happening in there; bring peo-
ple in, and turn it into a vibrant place. 
Part of the funding is specific for that 
person to come on board and develop 
a two-year activity plan on some of the 
initiatives that they will roll out into the 
New Year,” explained Sam.

New opportunities for 
growth and development

The Shire of Broome also wishes to 
incorporate young people as much as 
possible into its planning. Because 
of that, they have developed a Youth 
Framework which led to 12 young peo-
ple being appointed to the Youth Ad-
visory Committee of Council. The idea 
was “for them to develop an action 
plan of things they would like to see in-
forming the Shire’s planning around fa-
cilities and programs”. And though this 
is still in its early stages, the Shire of 
Broome eventually wants them to pro-
vide input into the Shire’s formal plan-
ning process. 

Ensuring that every plan is 
future-proof

This kind of approach is vital to the 
Shire of Broome. The team has spent 
considerable time focusing on getting 
strong planning in place to ensure that 
their work actually responds to com-
munity needs and that it is in line with 

their resources. As such, they carefully 
consider their plans and future projec-
tions. They work around the strengths 
of the Shire such as its heritage val-
ues to promote the area in economic, 
cultural, and social capacities.

Of course, that does not mean that 
the Shire of Broome rests easy while 
making plans. There are several pro-
jects in infrastructure and growth 
for the Shire of Broome, such as the 
Broome North Residential Develop-
ment. With a general focus on infra-
structure and recreation, the Shire 
of Broome’s next focus area will be 
on Town Beach and the famous Ca-
ble Beach. More specifically, tourism 
amenities have to be improved, safe-
ty regulations have to be updated and 
infrastructure work needs to be com-
pleted. By getting in touch with the lo-
cal population and actively responding 
to their needs and concerns, it looks 
like the Shire of Broome’s future rests 
in good hands.

http://adventurewild.com.au/
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